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(d) Provisional application. Once a
cover sheet as prescribed by §1.51(c)(1)
is filed in a provisional application,
any request to correct or change the
inventorship must include:

(1) A request, signed by a party set
forth in §1.33(b), to correct the
inventorship that identifies each inven-
tor by his or her legal name; and

(2) The processing fee set forth in
§1.17(q).

(e) Additional information may be re-
quired. The Office may require such
other information as may be deemed
appropriate under the particular cir-
cumstances surrounding the correction
of inventorship.

(f) Correcting or updating the name of
an inventor: Any request to correct or
update the name of the inventor or a
joint inventor, or the order of the
names of joint inventors, in a non-
provisional application must include:

(1) An application data sheet in ac-
cordance with §1.76 that identifies each
inventor by his or her legal name in
the desired order; and

(2) The processing fee set forth in
§1.17(1).

(g) Reissue applications mnot covered.
The provisions of this section do not
apply to reissue applications. See
§§1.171 and 1.175 for correction of
inventorship in a patent via a reissue
application.

(h) Correction of inventorship in patent.
See §1.324 for correction of inventorship
in a patent.

(i) Correction of inventorship in an in-
terference or contested case before the
Patent Trial and Appeal Board. In an in-
terference under part 41, subpart D, of
this title, a request for correction of
inventorship in an application must be
in the form of a motion under
§41.121(a)(2) of this title. In a contested
case under part 42, subpart D, of this
title, a request for correction of
inventorship in an application must be
in the form of a motion under §42.22 of
this title. The motion under
§41.121(a)(2) or 42.22 of this title must
comply with the requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section.

[77 FR 48816, Aug. 14, 2012, as amended at 78
FR 4289, Jan. 18, 2013]
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§1.51
THE APPLICATION

§1.51 General requisites of an applica-
tion.

(a) Applications for patents must be
made to the Director of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office.
An application transmittal letter lim-
ited to the transmittal of the docu-
ments and fees comprising a patent ap-
plication under this section may be
signed by a juristic applicant or patent
owner.

(b) A complete application filed
under §1.53(b) or §1.53(d) comprises:

(1) A specification as prescribed by 35
U.S.C. 112, including a claim or claims,
see §§1.71 to 1.77;

(2) The inventor’s oath or declara-
tion, see §§1.63 and 1.64;

(3) Drawings, when necessary, see
§§1.81 to 1.85; and

(4) The prescribed filing fee, search
fee, examination fee, and application
size fee, see §1.16.

(c) A complete provisional applica-
tion filed under §1.53(c) comprises:

(1) A cover sheet identifying:

(i) The application as a provisional
application,

(ii) The name or names of the inven-
tor or inventors, (see §1.41(a)(2)),

(iii) The residence of each named in-
ventor,

(iv) The title of the invention,

(v) The name and registration num-
ber of the attorney or agent (if applica-
ble),

(vi) The docket number used by the
person filing the application to iden-
tify the application (if applicable),

(vii) The correspondence address, and

(viii) The name of the U.S. Govern-
ment agency and Government contract
number (if the invention was made by
an agency of the U.S. Government or
under a contract with an agency of the
U.S. Government);

(2) A specification as prescribed by 35
U.S.C. 112(a), see §1.71;

(3) Drawings, when necessary, see
§§1.81 to 1.85; and

(4) The prescribed filing fee and ap-
plication size fee, see §1.16.

(d) Applicants are encouraged to file
an information disclosure statement in
nonprovisional applications. See §1.97
and §1.98. No information disclosure



§1.52

statement may be filed in a provisional
application.

[62 FR 53185, Oct. 10, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 54664, Sept. 8, 2000; 68 FR 14336, Mar. 25,
2003; 70 FR 3889, Jan. 27, 2005; 77 FR 46624,
Aug. 6, 2012; 77 FR 48816, Aug. 14, 2012; 78 FR
62396, Oct. 21, 2013]

§1.52 Language, paper, writing, mar-
gins, compact disc specifications.

(a) Papers that are to become a part of
the permanent United States Patent and
Trademark Office records in the file of a
patent application, or a reexamination or
supplemental examination proceeding. (1)
All papers, other than drawings, that
are submitted on paper or by facsimile
transmission, and are to become a part
of the permanent United States Patent
and Trademark Office records in the
file of a patent application or reexam-
ination or supplemental examination
proceeding, must be on sheets of paper
that are the same size, not perma-
nently bound together, and:

(i) Flexible, strong, smooth, non-
shiny, durable, and white;

(ii) Either 21.0 cm by 29.7 cm (DIN
size A4) or 21.6 cm by 27.9 cm (8% by 11
inches), with each sheet including a top
margin of at least 2.0 cm (3 inch), a
left side margin of at least 2.5 cm (1
inch), a right side margin of at least 2.0
cm (3 inch), and a bottom margin of at
least 2.0 cm (34 inch);

(iii) Written on only one side in por-
trait orientation;

(iv) Plainly and legibly written ei-
ther by a typewriter or machine print-
er in permanent dark ink or its equiva-
lent; and

(v) Presented in a form having suffi-
cient clarity and contrast between the
paper and the writing thereon to per-
mit the direct reproduction of readily
legible copies in any number by use of
photographic, electrostatic, photo-off-
set, and microfilming processes and
electronic capture by use of digital im-
aging and optical character recogni-
tion.

(2) All papers that are submitted on
paper or by facsimile transmission and
are to become a part of the permanent
records of the United States Patent
and Trademark Office should have no
holes in the sheets as submitted.

(3) The provisions of this paragraph
and paragraph (b) of this section do not
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apply to the pre-printed information on
paper forms provided by the Office, or
to the copy of the patent submitted on
paper in double column format as the
specification in a reissue application or
request for reexamination.

(4) See §1.58 for chemical and mathe-
matical formulae and tables, and §1.84
for drawings.

(5) Papers that are submitted elec-
tronically to the Office must be for-
matted and transmitted in compliance
with the Office’s electronic filing sys-
tem requirements.

(b) The application (specification, in-
cluding the claims, drawings, and the in-
ventor’s oath or declaration) or reexam-
ination or supplemental examination pro-
ceeding, any amendments to the applica-
tion or reexamination proceeding, or any
corrections to the application, or reexam-
ination or supplemental examination pro-
ceeding. (1) The application or pro-
ceeding and any amendments or correc-
tions to the application (including any
translation submitted pursuant to
paragraph (d) of this section) or pro-
ceeding, except as provided for in §1.69
and paragraph (d) of this section, must:

(i) Comply with the requirements of
paragraph (a) of this section; and

(ii) Be in the English language or be
accompanied by a translation of the
application and a translation of any
corrections or amendments into the
English language together with a
statement that the translation is accu-
rate.

(2) The specification (including the
abstract and claims) for other than re-
issue applications and reexamination
or supplemental examination pro-
ceedings, and any amendments for ap-
plications (including reissue applica-
tions) and reexamination proceedings
to the specification, except as provided
for in §§1.821 through 1.825, must have:

(i) Lines that are 1% or double
spaced;

(ii) Text written in a nonscript type
font (e.g., Arial, Times Roman, or Cou-
rier, preferably a font size of 12) let-
tering style having capital letters
which should be at least 0.3175 cm.
(0.125 inch) high, but may be no smaller
than 0.21 cm. (0.08 inch) high (e.g., a
font size of 6); and

(iii) Only a single column of text.
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